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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CF.R. § 1.97(c) 

Pursuant to 37 CF.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(c), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO Form- 1449. Pursuant to the rules pertaining 
to applications filed after June 30, 2003, a copy of the U.S. references is not enclosed. A copy of 
the references will be submitted upon request by the Examiner. In compliance with 37 CF.R. § 
1.98(a)(2)(i), copies of the foreign patents listed on the attached Form PTO 1449 are provided. 

Applicants respectfully request that these items be considered by the Examiner, and that 
the Examiner acknowledge consideration of these references by initialing and returning copies of 
the enclosed Form PTO- 1449 with the next official action. 
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In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.56, there is hereby 
provided certain information which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of 
the subject U.S. patent application. It is requested that the Examiner make this information of 
record if it is deemed material to the examination of the application. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are material or 
constitute "prior art." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not 
constitute "prior art" under United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the 
Office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such document. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed document, should the document be applied against the 
claims of the present application. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1), it is certified that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. A copy of the European Search Report dated 
March 23, 2007 is also enclosed. U.S. Patent No. 4,976,339 cited on the European Search 
Report is not cited on the PTO-1449 because it was cited by the Examiner in the Office Action 
dated December 12, 2006. 
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No fee is believed to be due. If the Patent Office deems that a fee is necessary, please 
charge the required fee to Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP Deposit Account No. 50-0310. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 

Dated: April 18, 2007 

Arthur M. Antonelli 
Registration No. 5 1 ,4 1 0 

CUSTOMER NO. 009629 
MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 

Tel: 202-739-3000 
Fax: 202-739-3100 
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LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 

040894-7172 


APPLICATION NO 

10/522,793 


APPLICANT 

Koichi KINOSHITA et al 




FILING DATE 

January 31, 2005 


GROUP 

3683 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




LXJL-UIVLcIN 1 INUIVLdCK 




NAME 


n ass 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




A01 


3,917,033 


11/4/1975 


Rath et al. 


188 


73.3 






A02 
















A03 
















A04 
















A05 
















A06 
















A07 
















A08 
















A09 
















A10 
















All 














FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE COUNTRY CLASS SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 




YES 


NO 




B01 


EP 0 511 581 


4/22/1992 


EPO 






X 

Abs 






B02 


DE 40 23 514 


1/30/1992 


Germany 






X 

Abs 






B03 


JP 62-247955 


10/29/1987 


Japan 






X 

Abs 






B04 


















B05 
















OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




C01 






C02 






C03 





EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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